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Overview of BU’s Economic and 
Employment Impacts 
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City of  
Boston 
Boston 
Metropolitan 
Area 
Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts 
Boston University's Direct Spending for 
$428,661,921 $1,310,100,676 $1,384,578,279 Employee Salaries and Benefits and the 
Purchase of Goods and Services 
Direct Spending by Boston University 
$269,540,779 $410,400,877 $416,658,548 
Students and Their Out-of-State Visitors 
Additional Spending Created by Boston  
$422,503,869 $1,802,507,372 $2,065,876,719 
University's Spending and the Spending 
by Boston University Students and 
Their Out-of-State Visitors 
  
TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT $1.12 B   $3.52 B   $3.87 B 
  
TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT 15,421 JOBS   39,205 JOBS   42,653 JOBS 
BU’s Economic Impact 
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City of  Boston 
Metropolitan Area  
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts  Boston  
DIRECT BOSTON UNIVERSITY SPENDING        
Salaries and Benefits  $248,475,290 $979,381,484 $1,013,875,965 
Purchased Goods and Services  $180,186,631 $330,719,192 $370,702,314 
Total Salaries, Benefits, and Purchases  $428,661,921 $1,310,100,676 $1,384,578,279 
DIRECT STUDENT AND VISITOR SPENDING  
     Essential Living Expenses $198,444,628 $311,012,155 $317,269,826 
     Nonessential Purchases $39,298,144 $54,988,847 $54,988,847 
Student Spending  $237,742,772 $366,001,002 $372,258,673 
Out-of-State Visitor Spending  $31,798,007 $44,399,875 $44,399,875 
Total Student and Visitor Spending  $269,540,779 $410,400,877 $416,658,548 
TOTAL DIRECT SPENDING  $698,202,700 $1,720,501,553 $1,801,236,827 
INDIRECT SPENDING CREATED BY THE DIRECT 
SPENDING OF THE UNIVERSITY, ITS STUDENTS 
AND THEIR OUT-OF-STATE VISITORS  
$422,503,869 $1,802,507,372 $2,065,876,719 
                
TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT  $1.12 B    $3.52 B    $3.87 B 
TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT  15,421 JOBS    39,205 JOBS                       42,653 JOBS 
There are 31,642 BU students residing in MA. 
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These students spend  
$317 million 
for basic living expenses 
such as books, transportation, 
and off-campus housing. 
 
They also spend another  
$55 million  
on non-essential items such as 
entertainment, music and dance 
lessons, and cable TV. 
 
 
BU attracts out-of-state resources to MA. 
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Nearly 66% of BU students are from out-of-state. These students brought in nearly  
$700 million of tuition and fee income to the Commonwealth. 
BU received $279 million of federal funding through grants and contracts; $26 million 
of federal student aid funds; more than $89 million from BU alumni, friends, 
corporations, and foundations ($55 million was from out-of-state sources). 
Boston University Community in MA* 
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Boston 
City of Metropolitan Commonwealth of  
Boston Area Massachusetts 
  
EMPLOYEES** 4,448 14,157 14,888 
STUDENTS*** 21,934 31,052 31,642 
ALUMNI 15,082 84,648 99,580 
41,464 129,857 146,110 
* Based on home addresses of employees and alumni, and local addresses of students. 
** Employee counts exclude 12,131 student employees in FY-2011. 
*** Official enrollment for FY-2011 was 33,480.  This includes 1,927 students enrolled in Study Abroad 
Programs or with out-of-state addresses.  This number excludes 89 BU Academy students not 
enrolled in college-level Boston University courses. 
BU is the largest university in Massachusetts. 
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With 33,480 students enrolled, 
BU is also the fourth largest 
university in the United States. 
5,464 of those students are from 139 
foreign countries, ranking BU 12th in 
the nation in the number of 
international students enrolled. 
BU Student Residences 
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Boston 
 
STUDENT RESIDENCES 
City of 
Boston 
Metropolitan 
Area 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
DORMITORY RESIDENTS 9,053 9,143 9,143 
UNIVERSITY APARTMENT 
RESIDENTS 2,412 2,415 2,415 
OFF-CAMPUS 
UNDERGRADUATES 
2,455 4,703 4,824 
OFF-CAMPUS GRADUATE 
& NON-DEGREE STUDENTS 7,997 14,626 15,093 
BU ACADEMY  STUDENTS  
(off-campus) 17 165 167 
      
TOTAL STUDENTS 21,934 31,052 31,642 
BU generates jobs in Massachusetts. 
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BU is the thirteenth largest 
employer in MA. 
In FY2011, BU and its subsidiary                               
corporations generated  42.653 direct 
and indirect jobs in Massachusetts. 
Employment Impact 
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City of 
Boston 
Boston 
Metropolitan 
Area 
Commonwealth 
of MA 
DIRECT JOBS 13,978 26,288 27,019 
INDIRECT JOBS 1,443 12,917 15,634 
TOTAL JOBS 15,421 39,205 42,653 
BU is the 13th largest employer in MA. 
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BU spent nearly $810 million on salaries 
for employees living in MA in FY2011. 
The University also spent $204 million 
on benefits for employees living in MA.  
 
BU Employee Salaries and Benefits 
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  TABLE 5 
  BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
  FY-2011 EMPLOYEE SALARIES AND BENEFITS 
                     City of  Boston  Commonwealth of    
     Boston  Metropolitan Area  Massachusetts   
                
  SALARIES $198,285,316   $782,115,638   $809,708,260     
  BENEFITS            
   FICA $12,802,686   $49,228,052   $50,971,149     
   Pensions $13,260,679   $53,956,396   $55,738,773     
   Health Insurance $15,029,577   $59,038,285   $61,112,296     
   Tuition Remission $5,099,013   $20,796,208   $21,480,706     
   Workers’ Compensation $1,140,763   $4,014,307   $4,196,565     
   Unemployment Compensation $868,287   $2,394,538   $2,566,265     
   Life Insurance $228,757   $900,383   $931,206     
   Disability Insurance $1,185,871   $4,828,894   $4,988,580     
   Other $574,341   $2,108,783   $2,182,165     
  TOTAL BENEFITS $50,189,974 
 
  $197,265,846 
  
  $204,167,705     
                
  TOTAL SALARIES AND BENEFITS $248,475,290 
 
    $979,381,484 
  
    $1,013,875,965      
                
  ECONOMIC IMPACT $418,581,472     $2,050,922,764     $2,226,877,170      
                            
 
BU conducts business with 9,384 MA vendors. 
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•$180 million of the purchases 
were from 4,299 vendors in 
the City of Boston. 
These purchases range from 
office supplies to major 
construction projects. 
•BU purchased $370 million 
worth of services and goods  
from these vendors in FY 2011. 
Purchases of Goods and Services 
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City of Boston 
Metropolitan 
Area 
 
Massachusetts 
NO. OF VENDORS & CONTRACTORS 4,299 8,488 9,384 
Purchases of Goods, Services, and 
Capital Expenditures 
 
$180,186,631 
 
$330,719,192  
 
$370,702,314 
ECONOMIC IMPACT $248,056,700 $612,665,684 $725,087,540 
What do BU visitors spend? 
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Out-of-state visitors 
to BU students spent 
$44.4 million in the 
Boston metropolitan 
area.  
$31.8 million was spent in 
the City of Boston. 
Spending by Students and their Out-of-State Visitors 
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STUDENT SPENDING 
 
 
City of Boston 
Boston 
Metropolitan Area 
Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts 
Spending on Essentials/Basics 
     Academic Year $192,786,380 $303,475,578 $309,610,121 
     Summer Term $5,658,248 $7,536,577 $7,659,705 
$198,444,628 $311,012,155 $317,269,826 
Spending on Non-essentials 
     Academic Year $36,163,050 $50,963,550 $50,963,550 
     Summer Term $3,135,094 $4,025,297 $4,025,297 
$39,298,144 $54,988,847 $54,988,847 
        
Total Student Spending   $237,742,772   $366,001,002   $372,258,673 
            
Number of Students   21,934   31,052   31,642 
  
SPENDING BY OUT-OF-STATE VISITORS 
TO BOSTON UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
 
$31,798,007 $44,399,875 $44,399,875 
TOTAL STUDENT AND VISITOR SPENDING $269,540,779   $410,400,877 $416,658,548 
ECONOMIC IMPACT    $454,068,395        $859,420,477 $915,148,835 
BU attracts financial resources to MA. 
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BU received more than $279 million 
of federal funding through grants and 
contracts for research and training. 
 
BU received nearly $26 million of 
federal student aid funds.  
 
$55 million of BU’s gifts from alumni, 
friends, corporations and foundations 
were from out-of-state sources. 
Services to the Community 
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BU employs its own Police 
Department that protects 
the University community, 
including neighboring 
property, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. 
BU provides daily 
maintenance of  sidewalks, 
MBTA tracks, and streets 
around the campus. It also 
plants and repairs trees and 
conducts pest control. 
From FY07 to FY11, BU 
contributed more than  
$4 million  
to the Commonwealth 
Avenue improvement and 
beautification project. 
Direct payments to the community 
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Since FY-2003, the 
University has paid more 
than $41.7 million 
in real estate property 
taxes and linkage 
payments to the City of 
Boston. 
 
Additionally,  
BU’s subsidiary 
corporations paid more 
than $8 million in taxes to 
Boston since FY2003. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BU paid more than $1.6 
million in real estate 
property taxes, and  
nearly $389,000 in 
voluntary payments in 
lieu of taxes, and nearly 
$202,000 for other town 
fees, permits, and 
licenses to the Town of 
Brookline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BU voluntarily paid more 
than $5.1 million to the 
City of Boston in lieu of 
taxes.  
 
Since FY 2003, these 
payments total nearly 
$38.5 million. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BU gives back to Massachusetts students  
through scholarships. 
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Every year, BU provides approximately 
20 full-tuition, four-year scholarships 
to graduates of Boston public high 
schools. 
BU offered more than $6.5 million to 
Community Service Award winners. 
These students receive mentoring 
and support to assist them in a 
successful transition to BU and 
connect them to important campus 
resources, including community 
service opportunities. 
BU has offered more than $135 
million in scholarships through the 
Boston Scholars Program. 
 
